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National Education Policy 2020 : A New and
Forward-Looking Vision for India’s Higher Education

e Higher education plays an exiremely important role in promoting human as well
as societal wellbeing and in developing India. Higher education significantly
contributes towards sustainable livelihoods and economic development of the
nation.

e The main thrust of NEP 2020 regarding higher education is to end the
fragmentation of higher education by transforming higher education institutions
into large multidisciplinary universities, colleges, and HEl clusters/Knowledge
Hubs.

e The aim is to build vibrant communities of scholars and peers, break down
harmful silos, enable students to become well-rounded across disciplines
including artistic, creative, and analytic subjects as well as sports, develop active
research communities across disciplines including cross-disciplinary research,
and increase resource efficiency, both material and human



More HEIls shall be established and developed in underserved regions to ensure
full access, equity, and inclusion. There shall, by 2030, be at least one large
multidisciplinary HEIl in or near every district.

Steps shall be taken towards developing high-quality higher education
institutions both public and private that have medium of instruction in
local/Indian languages or bilingually.

The aim will be to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education
including vocational education from 26.3% (2018) to 50% by 2035.

Institutions will have the option to run Open Distance Learning (ODL) and
online programs, provided they are accredited to do so, in order to enhance
their offerings, improve access, increase GER, and provide opportunities for
lifelong learning.



e ODL programs and their components leading to any diploma or degree will be
of standards and quality equivalent to the highest quality programs run by the
HEls on their campuses. Top institutions accredited for ODL will be encouraged
and supported to develop high-quality online courses. These courses will be

suitably integrated into curricula of HEIs, and blended mode will be preferred.



Towards a More Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education

*Such an education will help develop well-rounded individuals that possess critical 21st
century capacities in fields across the arts, humanities, languages, sciences, social sciences,
and professional, technical, and vocational fields; an ethic of social engagement; soft skills,
such as communication, discussion and debate; and rigorous specialization in a chosen field
or fields.

*Imaginative and flexible curricular structures will enable creative combinations of disciplines
for study, and would offer multiple enitry and exit points, thus, removing currently prevalent
rigid boundaries and creating new possibilities for life -long learning.

* Graduate-level, master’s and doctoral education in large multidisciplinary universities, while
providing rigorous research-based specialization, would also provide opportunities for
multidisciplinary work, including in academia, government, and industry.




Departments in Languages, Literature, Music, Philosophy, Indology, Art, Dance, Theaire,
Education, Mathematics, Statistics, Pure and Applied Sciences, Sociology, Economics, Sports,
Translation and Interpretation, and other such subjects needed for a multidisciplinary, stimulating
Indian education and environment will be established and strengthened at all HEls.

. J
4 )
Credits will be given in all Bachelor’s Degree programs for these subjects if they are done

from such departments or through ODL mode when they are not offered in-class at the HEI.

- @ @ @O

As part of a holistic education, students at all HEls will be provided with opportunities for internships with
local industry, businesses, artists, crafts persons, etc., as well as research internships with faculty and
researchers at their own or other HEIs/research institutions, so that students may actively engage with
the practical side of their learning and, as a by-product, further improve their employability.
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(The undergraduate degree will be of either 3 or 4 -year duration, with multiple exit options within this period,
with appropriate cerlifications, e.g., a cerlificate after completing 1 year in a discipline or field including
vocational and professional areas, or a diploma after 2 years of study, or a Bachelor ’s degree after a 3-

year program.
%

The 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor's program, however, shall be the preferred option since it allows the
opportunity to experience the full range of holistic and multidisciplinary education in addition to a focus on
the chosen major and minors as per the choices of the student.

~ _______
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An Academic Bank of Credit (ABC) shall be established which would digitally store the academic
credits earned from various recognized HEls so that the degrees from an HEl can be awarded taking
info account credits earned.

~
T

The 4-year program may also lead to a degree ‘with Research’if the student completes a
rigorous research project in their major area(s) of study as specified by the HEI.
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Flexibility To Offer
Different Designs Of Master’'s Programs

2-year Master's program
with the second year
devoted entirely to

For students completing a There may be an
4-year Bachelor 's program integrated 5-year

research for those who W'ﬂg ge;el?;cer;,rfhf)\i;eieciguld Bachelor's/Master’s

have completed the 3 year rogram
Bachelor 's programme program R




Undertaking a Ph.D. shall require either
a Master’s degree or a 4-year Bachelor’s
degree with Research.

The M.Phil. programme shall be
discontinued.

HEIs will focus on research and
innovation by setting up start-up
incubation centres; technology
development centres; centres in frontier
areas of research; greater industry-
academic linkages; and interdisciplinary
research including humanities and
social sciences research.

Given the scenario of epidemics and pandemics, Research in areas of
infectious diseases, epidemiology, virology, diagnostics,
instrumentation,vaccinology and other relevant areas will be
undertaken. HEIs will develop specific hand holding mechanisms and
competitions for promoting innovation among student communities.
The National Research Foundation (NRF) will function

to help enable and support such a vibrant research and innovation
culture across HEls, research labs, and other research organizations




Optimal Learning Environments and Support for Students

Curriculum and Pedagogy

e In order to promote creativity, institutions and faculty will have the autonomy to innovate
on matters of curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment within a broad framework of higher
education qualifications that ensures consistency across institutions and programs and
aocross the ODL, online, and traditfional ‘in-class’ modes.

e Curriculum and pedagogy will be designed by institutions and motivated faculty to ensure a
stimulating and engaging learning experience for all students.



Continuous Assessment

e Continuous formative assessment will be used to further the goals of each program.

e All assessment systems shall also be decided by the HEI, including those that lead to final
certification.

e The Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) will be revised for instiling innovation and flexibility.
e HEls shall move to a criterion -based grading system that assesses student achievement
based on the learning goals for each program, making the system fairer and outcomes more

comparable.

e HEls shall also move away from high -stakes examinations towards more continuous and
comprehensive evaluation.



Student Support

e Forstudents from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds, Universities and
colleges will thus be required to set up high —quality support centres and will be given
adequate funds and academic resources to carry this out effectively.

e There will also be professional academic and career counselling available to all students, as
well as counsellors to ensure physical, psychological and emotional well-being.



INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND NEP 2020

An International Students : ; : ——
Office at each HEl hosting Research/teaching collaborations High performing Indiian universities

. ill be encouraged to set up
foreign students will be set u and facully/student exchanges - : .

to clcg>ordinate al matters ‘ with high-quality foreign institufions campuses in ofher countries, and
relating fo welcoming and will be facilitated, and relevant similarly, selected universities e.g.,
supporting students amiving mutually beneficial MOUs with those from among the top 100

forei fri ill be sianed. universities in the world will be
fom abroad: SESREeEEE e facilitated to operate in India.

A legislative framework will
be put in place, and such

universities will be given Furthermore, research Credits acquired in foreign
special dispensation collaboration and student universities will be permitted,
regarding regulatory, exchanges between Indian where appropriate as per the
governance, and content institutions and global requirements of each HEl, to
norms on par with other institutions will be promoted be counted for the award of a
autonomous institutions of through special efforts. degree

India.



Student Activity and Participation

e Students are the prime stakeholders in the education system. Vibrant campus life is
essential for high-quality teaching-learning processes. Towards this end, students will be
given plenty of opportunities for participation in sports, culture/arts clubs, eco-clubs,
activity clubs, community service projects, etc.

e In every education institution, there shall be counselling systems for handling stress and
emotional adjustments. Furthermore, a systematized arrangement shall be created to
provide the requisite support to students from rural backgrounds, including increasing
hostel facilities as needed.

e All HEIs will ensure quality medical facilities for all students in their institutions. Financial
assistance to students shall be made available through various measures. Efforts will be
made to incentivize the merit of students belonging to SC, ST, OBC, and other SEDGs.
The National Scholarship Portal will be expanded to support, foster, and track the progress
of students receiving scholarships.



Equity and Inclusion in NEP 2020

Steps to be taken by Government:

(a) Earmark suitable Government funds for the education of SEDGs
(b) Set clear targets for higher GER for SEDGs
(c) Enhance gender balance in admissions to HEIls

(d) Enhance access by establishing more high-quality HEIls in aspirational districts and
Special Education Zones containing larger numbers of SEDGs

(e) Develop and support high-quality HEls that teach in local/Indian languages or bilingually
(f) Provide more financial assistance and scholarships to SEDGs in both public and private HEls

(g) Conduct outreach programs on higher education opportunities and scholarships
among SEDGs

(h) Develop and support technology tools for better participation and learning outcomes.



Steps to be taken by HEls

(a) Mitigate opportunity costs and fees for pursuing higher education

(b) Provide more financial assistance and scholarships to socio-economically
disadvantaged students

(c) Conduct outreach on higher education opportunities and scholarships

(d) Make admissions processes more inclusive

(e) Make curriculum more inclusive

(f) Increase employability potential of higher education programs



(g) Develop more degree courses taught in Indian languages and bilingually

(h) Ensure all buildings and facilities are wheelchair-accessible and disabled-friendly

(i) Develop bridge courses for students that come from disadvantaged educational
backgrounds

(j) Provide socio-emotional and academic support and mentoring for all such students
through suitable counselling and mentoring programs

(k) Ensure sensitization of faculty, counsellor, and students on gender-identity issue and its
inclusion in all aspects of the HEI, including curricula

(I) Develop Institutional Development Plans that contain specific plans for action on
increasing participation from SEDGs, including but not limited to the above items.



NEP 2020 AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

This policy aims to integrate vocational education programs into mainstream education in all
education institutions in a phased manner, to overcome the social status hierarchy
associated with vocational education.

Beginning with vocational exposure at early ages in middle and secondary school, quality
vocational education will be integrated smoothly info higher education. It will ensure that every
child learns at least one vocation and is exposed to several more.

This would lead to emphasizing the dignity of labour and importance of various vocations
involving Indian arts and artisanship. By 2025, at least 50% of learners through the school and
higher education system shall have exposure to vocational education, for which a clear action
plan with targets and timelines will be developed.

This is in alignment with Sustainable Development Goal (to ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all), and will help to realize the full
potential of India 's demographic dividend. The number of students in vocational education will
be considered while arriving at the GER targets.



Higher education institutions will offer vocational education either on
their own or in partnership with indusiry and NGOs.

The B.Vocational degrees infroduced in 2013 will continue to exist, but
vocational courses will also be available to students enrolled in all other
Bachelor’s degree programs, including the 4-year multidisciplinary
Bachelor’s programs. HEIs will also be allowed to conduct short-term
certificate courses in various skills including soft skills.

‘Lok Vidya’, i.e., important vocational knowledge developed in India, will
be made accessible to students through integration into vocational

education courses. The possibility of offering vocational courses through
ODL mode will also be explored.
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